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Sunday Schedule 

9:00am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

11:30am Deeper 

4:00pm 7th Ave Worship Meal 

4:00pm First and Third Sundays 

Worship at Carolina Reserve  
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From the desk of Michelle McClendon. . . 

Moving toward Holy Week… 

The Lenten journey continues. And as spring emerges before our 

eyes, the promise of resurrection—new life emerging out of what 

appears lifeless—is visible all around! The lengthening of days, the 

receding of winter darkness and dormancy, and the spring 

teeming with new life can be a metaphor for our congregation 

too. The promise of new pastoral leadership is indeed a gift to 

eagerly await, but even as we wait, we must focus on continuing 

to grow and emerge congregationally. We can commit ourselves 

anew to God’s work in this beautiful world. We can embrace more 

fully our unique identity and calling as God’s people who gather 

on Oakland Street. 

The Lenten groups and the discussions of our 

church’s values have been unique 

opportunities to renew our souls, adjust our 

spiritual eyesight, and confirm our 

congregational identity and purpose. There 

are ongoing needs for people to teach our 

children, and funds to meet the mission and 

ministry opportunities to which we have 

committed ourselves. There are challenges 

emerging to invest ourselves more 

intentionally in inviting new people to 

engage alongside us in authentic 

community that lives from the inside out and 

gives itself away in compassionate service.  

But let’s be honest: Our congregational statistics by which 

“success” is many times measured are not necessarily positive as 

we move toward Easter. Our average attendance has fallen off as 

active members have moved away from Hendersonville and as 

“We are 

Resurrection 

people. Our lives 

and our faith are 

founded on hope in 

God’s abiding 

presence and 

creative energy.” 



The Proclaimer 3 

 

some have decided that they are called to other faith 

communities. The winter months have forced us into cocoons at 

times, our inner lives mirroring the darker winter realities, and many 

of us have succumbed to spiritual fatigue, overwhelmed by the 

state of our nation and our world. Folks have been ill, and tragedy 

has occurred. Our leadership has been stretched. Financial giving 

is reflective of a fatigue of spirit that winter months sometimes elicit. 

These factors are real, and not to be dismissed, but they are not 

the whole picture and not the final word. 

We are Resurrection people. Our lives and our faith are founded on 

hope in God’s abiding presence and creative energy. We follow 

Jesus, whose path of self-emptying, enemy-loving, sin-forgiving, 

relationship-restoring, acceptance-giving, 

life-risking compassion is a challenging 

one, not controlled by statistics or human 

measures. “I have come that you might 

have life, and have it more abundantly.” 

We forget this at our peril!  We are called 

to focus on abundance, to trust the life-

giving spirit of God to lead us, and to 

follow with abandon. As we approach 

Easter, we must still walk through that valley of the shadow of 

death. We must face the terrible finality of Holy Saturday. We must 

wait while death seems to win and all seems to be lost and life is 

beyond our power to control. But as we walk this road, we must 

never ever forget that death is not the final destination. 

As you move through the remaining days of Lent, as we walk this 

road together, my prayer is that you will let hope emerge… let joy 

flood your awakening spirit… let peace calm the anxiety you 

carry… let compassion guide your steps. As the days lengthen, 

may your spirit stretch to meet the one who says, “Peace, be still,” 

“Come, follow me,” for “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

“We are called to 
focus on 
abundance, to 
trust the life-
giving spirit of 
God to lead us, 
and to follow with 
abandon.” 
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Carolina Reserve Ministry Update 
By James Garrison 

   Thank you PBC for the opportunity to represent you all at our 

twice-monthly Sunday afternoon worship services at Carolina 

Reserve in Laurel Park (formerly Spring Arbor). Beginning in February 

2017, teams of PBC folk established a ministry for residents of this 

retirement community. More than a dozen residents gather in the 

parlor to sing, pray, read the Bible, and hear the Good News of 

Jesus Christ. 

   After the service on March 19, the activity 

director asked me if I would mind visiting a 

resident who had not been able to attend. 

“Polly” was a long-time resident who had been 

under Hospice care for some time. As the activity 

director opened the door to “Polly’s” apartment, 

it was clear the apartment belonged to a person 

who had been very active and involved in the 

world around her. It was also obvious “Polly” was 

quickly approaching the end of her earthly 

journey. 

    She did not respond when I spoke to her, but 

she seemed to be resting comfortably. Her family 

lived on the West Coast and was unable to visit and be with her. As 

I shared a prayer and the 23rd Psalm, she slightly squeezed my 

hand. It was a high and holy moment, and I was glad I was able to 

be there to “be the presence of Christ” with her as she prepared to 

transition to the life eternal Jesus promised in John 14. Days later, 

the activity director told me “Polly” died shortly after my visit. 

   It was definitely a “God thing” I was there. It is a “God thing” 

each time the PBC folks come to share with the residents of 

Carolina Reserve. The presence of Christ comes to life when team 

members escort residents to the parlor, when voices join in song 

“The presence 
of Christ comes 
to life when 
team members 
escort residents 
to the parlor, 
when voices join 
in song and 
prayer, and in 
times of 
fellowship and 
community!” 
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and prayer, and in times of fellowship and community! YOU are 

needed to help this ministry flourish. Contact Herb Sierk at 828-692-

4485 or James Garrison at 828-681-8682 for more information.  

We Are Providence 
By John Carithers 

Dennis and I have been searching for a church home for the entire 

19 years we have been together.  We landed in a nice Lutheran 

Church when we first me but it felt like they were just tolerating us, 

not really wanting us to be a part of the congregation.  We 

bounced to the United Church of Christ where someone let it slip 

that being an open and affirming congregation was going to 

destroy the church.  We weren't excited about being a part of the 

destruction of a church so we started looking again.  We stumbled 

across the website for Providence and we were perplexed by the 

Baptist thing and gay people being welcome in the church.  We 

probably still had our doubts after our first visit, but when we were 

leaving that day, I mentioned to Michelle that I was so happy that 

gay people were welcome here.  Michelle replied, "All people are 

welcome in this church."  I was humbled by her response and as we 

got to know more and more people in the congregation, we knew 

that this was the place for us to grow in our faith and our 

relationship to God.  We joined soon after that.  Thanks to everyone 

for making us feel welcome and a part of the congregation. 

Missions Team Prayer Requests 
Submitted by Joyce Faye Myers 

From Lela Puja, Missions Worker in Bosnia: News from 

Subotica (north part of Serbia). Our friends from Subotica 

told us that local criminals are forcing refugees to work 

for them, beating them, and abusing them in many 
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ways. Please pray that our friends from Subotica will find ways to alert 

police about this. It looks like police know about everything, but they 

do not want to react. Our friends from Subotica are trying to find way 

to make this story public to "push" authorities to react.  

Pray for a successful and timely search for licensed foster parents to 

come work with Homes For Youth in support of teenaged girls in need 

Pray that a grant proposal for funds for Joseph Center will be 

approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

Offerings Alert 

Our end March general fund offerings are 34% below our 

2017 Financial Plan and 32% below 2016 actual.  This is the first 

time since 2012 that 1st quarter offerings have been below the 

prior year, regardless of Financial Plan amounts.  As was 

discussed at the March 26th called business meeting, extra 

funds will be required to pay the new pastor and the associate 

pastor for 2017.  
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Fellowship & Small Groups. . . 
 
 DEEPER ~ Sundays following worship. Refreshments and conversation in 

Fellowship Hall. 
 

 WORSHIP MEAL AT JOSEPH’S CENTER ~ Sundays at 4pm ~ Contact Phillip 

Allen  
 

 PROVIDENCE WORSHIP AT CAROLINA RESERVE ~ First and Third Sundays at 

4pm ~ Contact Herb Sierk 
 

 FREE FOR ALL ~ Tuesdays @ 8:30am at Mike’s On Main ~ All are welcome as 

we discuss the upcoming Sunday’s scripture. 
 

 MID-DAY PRAYER ~ Tuesdays @ 12:00pm at Providence House ~Join us once 

a week for a time of prayer, song, and reflection. All faiths welcome to rest 

and reconnect! 
 

 CHOIR REHEARSAL ~ Second and Fourth Tuesdays at 7pm in the sanctuary. 

The Ensemble welcomes new members.  
 

 TUESDAYS ~ March 7 – April 11 ~ 10am ~ Lenten Study Group ~ “Psalms: The 

Prayer Book of the Bible” by Dietrich Bonhoeffer ~ Providence House  
 

 WEDNESDAYS ~ March 8 -April 12 ~ 6pm ~ Lenten Study Group ~ “An Altar in 

the World” by Barbara Brown Taylor ~ Gallant Residence 
 

 THURSDAYS ~ March 2 – April 6 ~ 6:30pm ~ Lenten Study Group ~”The Christ-

haunted Landscape” by Susan Ketchin ~ Beasley Residence 
 

 MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST ~ Meets the 2nd Friday of every month @ 

8:30am at Blackberry Mountain Café ~ All ages are welcome to join in 

fellowship and conversation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Values 

Going to the Other 

Growth ~ Hospitality 

Inclusiveness 

Simplicity ~ Worship 
 

Providence Baptist Church 
PO Box 6476, Hendersonville, NC 28793 

providencecongregatio.org / 828-697-2878 
CCLI License Number: 2024088 

 

http://www.providencecongregation.org/
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IAM APRIL REQUESTS 
 

Pantry Focus: Toothpaste, 

Tuna, Pork & Beans 
 

Clothing Focus: Men’s work 

pants, Boy’s jeans, shorts, & T-

shirts 
 

Drop items in the bin near the main 
entrance of the church.  

April Birthdays 
 

9 Fielding Tate 

11 Jim Green 

14 Jane Gurley 

Joyce Faye Myers 

24 Nita Ivans 

 

 

 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

April 
 

2 ~ Lent 5 ~ Paula 

Dempsey ~ Communion 
 

8 ~ Easter Egg Hunt ~ 

Providence House ~ 10am 
 

9 ~ Palm Sunday ~ Michelle 

McClendon 

~ Conversational Sermon 
 

13 ~ Maundy Thursday/Foot 

washing ~ 6pm 
 

14 ~ Good Friday Tenebrae 

~ 7pm 
 

16 ~ Easter ~ Michelle 

McClendon 
 

23 ~ Emma Zyriek ~ Furman 

Student 
 

         30 ~ Phillip Allen  

Please bring cut flowers to add to the cross Easter 

morning. You are also invited to loan ferns for the 

Easter altar. Ferns can be brought to the church any 

time during Holy Week and left on the counter in the 

kitchen.  Please put names on ferns. They can be 

taken home after the Easter service.  We would need 

them by 9am, Saturday before Easter. Thank you!   

 

FLOWERS FOR EASTER  

 


